
 Over twenty-five years ago, when my 

teenage life was supposed to revolve around 

high school sports and boys, I was diagnosed 

with keratoconus in both eyes.  Keratoconus is 

a progressive eye disease in which the cornea 

thins and bulges into a cone shape.  The life of 

a keratoconus pa ent consists of glare, double 

vision, ghos ng, and light halos that ini ally 

can be managed with glasses and contact 

lenses.  However, as the disease progresses 

glasses become useless and contact lenses     

become difficult to fit.  My teenage years were 

a blur - literally.  By the  me I graduated from 

high school, I had undergone cornea trans-

plants in both eyes. 

 What did I do with this gi& of sight over 

the last twenty years?  I lived life to the fullest 

with nearly 20-20 vision!  I graduated from 

Penn State University as a Schreyer Honors 

scholar with dual majors.  I graduated summa 

cum laude from The Dickinson School of Law of 

The Pennsylvania State University.  I became a 

partner at Owle1 & Lewis, PC, prac cing real 

estate, corporate and elder law (yes, lots of 

reading fine print!).  Once I had a li1le money 

in my pocket, I set out to travel the world.  So 

far I have tackled most of Europe.  The Roman 

Coliseum, Giant’s Causeway in Ireland and the  
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Swiss Alps are breathtaking to a normal tourist.  
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 A year ago Keratoconus re-entered my 

life.  It is not uncommon for this to happen a&er 

twenty years.  Glasses are useless and contacts 

have become difficult to fit.  Cornea transplants 

are again a topic of discussion.  So, here I sit - 

thirty-eight year old lawyer who loves to read 

and wants to see the world.  More than ever, I 

realize how precious the gi& of sight is.  I have 

twenty more years to spend reading fine print at 

a job I love and I s ll have half a world to see.  

 As we enter the holiday season of giving, 

please consider becoming an eye, organ and    

 ssue donor.  It is truly one of the greatest gi&s 

anyone can receive.   On behalf of myself and 

the recipient community, THANK YOU to all the 

parents, children and spouses looking at an 

empty chair this holiday season who made the 

selfless decision to donate the eyes, organs and 

 ssue of a loved one.   THANK YOU to everyone 

who has registered to be an eye, organ and       

 ssue donor.  Happy Holidays from this very 

grateful thirty-eight year old lawyer who will 

con nue to read and see the world because of 

your generosity.   


